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PETER J. DENNING is Chairman of the Computer Science 
Department at the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California.   
 
He is also director of the Cebrowski Institute, a research center for 
information innovation and superiority. He came to NPS in 2002 from 
George Mason University, where he served as vice provost for 
continuing professional education, associate dean for computing, and 
chair of the Computer Science Department in the School of 
Information Technology and Engineering.  He founded the Center for 
the New Engineer in 1993.  He was the founding director of the 
Research Institute for Advanced Computer Science at the NASA Ames 
Research Center, was co-founder of CSNET, and was head of the 
computer science department at Purdue.  He received a PhD from MIT 
and BEE from Manhattan College.  He invented the working set model 
for program behavior and helped establish virtual memory as a 
permanent part of operating systems.  He co-invented operational 
analysis, an approach to computer system performance prediction.  He 
was president of the Association for Computing Machinery 1980-82.  
He chaired the ACM publications board 1992-98 where he led the 
development of the ACM digital library, and now chairs the ACM 
Education Board. He has published 7 books and 290 articles on 
computers, networks, and their operating systems, and is working on 
3 more books.  In 2002, he was named one of the top 5 best teachers 
at George Mason University and the best teacher in the School of 
Information Technology and Engineering.  In 2003, he received one of 
Virginia's 10 outstanding faculty awards.  He holds three honorary 
degrees, three professional society fellowships, two best-paper 
awards, three distinguished service awards, the ACM Outstanding 
Contribution Award, the ACM SIGCSE Outstanding CS Educator Award, 
and the prestigious ACM Karl Karlstrom Outstanding Educator Award. 
 
 
